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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/486,168 



Examiner 

Lori A. Clow, Ph.D. 



Applicant(s) 

PIDGEON ET AL. 



Art Unit 

1631 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinne nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 36(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- It the penod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- It NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutorv period will apply and will expire SIX (6) fvlONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b} 

Status 

1 )E] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 April 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[H] This action is non-final. 

3) LJ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-8,10-22 and 36-46 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) H Claim(s) 1-6,8,10-13,16-19,21,22 and 36-41, 43-45 is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 7,14,42 and 46 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) 15 and 20 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)\Z\ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
^2)\Z\ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign pnonty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAli b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the prionty documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Attachment(s) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicants' arguments, filed 23 April 2003, have been fully considered. Rejections 
and/or objections not reiterated from prc\ ious office actions are hereby withdrawn. The 
following rejections and/or objections are either reiterated or newly applied. They constitute the 
complete set presently being applied to the instant application. 

Currently, claims 1-8, 10-22 and 36-46 are pending in the application. 



Claims 15 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 15 is improper grammatically and should read ^^and a means for assigning a 
numerical value.*' 

Claim 20 recites 'The method of claim 19 wherein the step of contacting the text mixture 
with the membrane...'*. It should be corrected to read ''contacting the test mixture." 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 



Claim Rejec tions - 35 I SC§ 112 



Applicant's amendments to the claims were sufficient to overcome the 35 \ ^SC 1 12. first 



paragraph scope of enablement rejection. 



applicant rcuards as the un cnlion. 
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Claims 7 and 46 contain the trademark trade name Langmuir Blodget. Where a 
trademark or trade name is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular 
material or product, the claim does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph. See Ex parte Simpson^ 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). The claim scope is 
uncertain since the trademark or trade name cannot be used properly to identify any particular 
material or product. A trademark or trade name is used to identify a source of goods, and not the 
goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or trade name does not identify or describe the goods 
associated with the trademark or trade name. In the present case, the trademark/trade name is 
used to identify/describe a membrane mimetic surface called Langmuir Blodget without giving 
details about the particulars of this surface and, accordingly, the identification/description is 
indefinite. 

Claims 14 and 42 are confusing in that the claim introduces species of lipids without any 
antecedent basis. It is unclear what is meant by the predetennined biological membrane species. 
How does this relate to a mixture of lipids? How does the mixture occur in a predetermined 
biological membrane? How is the membrane predetemiined? 

Claims 1-6,8,10-13,16-19,21,22, 36-41, and 43-45 arc allowed. 

Inquiries 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technical Center 1600 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to t echnical Center 1600 via the PTO Fax Center located 

i 1 .-^7 ( )c I W4 ( I )cccinlx'r 2(S. 1 ) ( Sec ( M\ 1 .h( d ) ), I he CM 1 I ax C cnlcr luiinhcr l^ cithci' 
Ci)?^) 308-4242. or (703) 308-402S. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori A. Clow, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 306-5439. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10am to 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael P. Woodward, Ph.D., can be reached on (703) 308-4028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Legal Instrument Examiner, Tina Plunkett, whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3524, or to the Technical Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 30S- 
0196. 



June 25, 2003 

Lori A. Clow, Ph.D. 
Art Unit 1631 
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